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at the post, and who do not go far away; the others
go to a great distance. This is a very good thing,
for the environs of Chekoutimi are so Drained of
animals that they would Risk dying of hunger. If
these lands were abandoned for some time, the
Beaver would multiply, and animals would become
more abundant; but that would be asking The
Impossible from the savages. They would travel ten
leagues to kill a beaver a year old, summer or
winter, if they could find it. It is not, then, from
these settled savages that much profit is expected;
however, They are not entirely useless. They make
canoes for the inland trade; and we have them
always at hand for the voyages that we are obliged
to make. Among these savages there are some who
would willingly go to Tadoussac, and it is of them
that T have spoken in referring to the last post,
saying that they would be better off, and that they
would furnish more profit.

2nd. The People of Lake St. John are the sad
remnants of an astonishing multitude of savages who
inhabited the lands 60 or 70 years Ago. There only
remain one large family, who work fairly well for
the Interests of the post. They bring their Peltries
at the time when the ships arrive; and, after having
tasted the brandy, they return to the lake, to live
there during the summer upon Fish.

3rd. Chomoukchwan was formerly dependent
upon Lake St. John. The savages took their Peltries
thither, or some one went after them, as is being done
to-day. For some years the winter was passed there;
but it has been seen to be a quite useless expense,
and that it is sufficient to go there at the melting
of the ice. This post is situated back of three



